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L if e  i n  A F i s h b o w l : Finding and Losing a  Partner at Fuller
By Allen Corben
I met Margery Bennett while I was a student at Fuller. She 
worked on the staff of the Registrar’s office. I finished degree re­
quirements sometime later, went through commencement, and we 
got married the next day. Our entire courtship took place in view 
of the Fuller community, though if they blinked they might have 
missed it. Later, I came on the staff of the Registrar’s office, and 
we not only spent our evenings together, we usually spent most of 
our workday together. Our lives were lived out in the Fuller Fish­
bowl. Because of the kind of people we were, we were never near 
the center of gossip and rumor, but we were surrounded by people 
we enjoyed, and some of those were insiders, and we heard some 
of what was going on.
We had a daughter in 1997. My anxiety about becoming a fa­
ther brought many unsolicited comments about how I would “be 
fine” but these comments never sunk in. One person told me that 
she “would have loved having me for a father” and that comment 
did get in. Margery’s enthusiasm about being a mother surprised 
some, pleased others, and annoyed at least one person who lodged 
a complaint, forcing us to move Mallory out of the office and into
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day-care a couple of months ahead of schedule. Our parenting was 
evaluated by the Fuller community. Mine still is.
In July 1999, Margery was diagnosed with Guillian-Barre 
syndrome, a rapid onset ascending paralysis caused (researchers 
think) by autoimmune neuropathy. On Friday, Margery was tired. 
On Wednesday, she was mostly paralyzed, and was three days into 
her month in Intensive Care, which was followed by another three 
months in sub-acute care, and six more weeks at a rehabilitation 
hospital. That life-threatening illness and 25-week hospital stay 
was upheld by the Fuller community. Prayers, food, flowers and 
financial donations came in; there was even a benefit concert.
In January 2001, Margery was diagnosed with breast cancer. The 
regimen of radiation, chemotherapy, and clinical trials took place 
surrounded by the Fuller community. There were those who came 
to know Margery and me during that period and didn’t know that 
she was not well. When one of the stints of chemotherapy caused 
Margery’s hair to fall out, there were those who were proud of her 
walking around on campus nearly bald. Others, who did not want 
to be confronted by any evidence of her illness, thought she ought 
to wear a wig, or at least some sort of head wrap. None of those 
people ever said those things directly to me, but the comments 
wormed their way back to us.
In August 2005, Margery died. Her last few months were
Continued on page 10
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We asked students to share their thoughts on finding love in the Fuller community. Some found their life partner at Fuller, othei s 





Janurary: also known in the SEMI office as the month be­
fore the month with Valentine’s Day in it. If you think that we 
are so enthralled with the holiday of hearts that we actually 
I  start a countdown right after New Year’s, read Lisa’s article 
|  (P- 5).
Our acute awareness of the looming holiday 
does not stem from anticipation but dread.
(Personally, I like Valentine’s Day. It’s the 
only time of the year I can stockpile those 
little candy hearts. Yum-my!) Profes­
sionally, this precocious holiday puts the 
I  SEMI staff in an awk- 
I  ward position: Do we I 
|  broach the issue of love 
on the week of Valentine’s 
and risk looking trite, /  
tired, and commercial or 
I  do we ignore the topic all to­
gether and risk missing a 
dialogue we all secretly 1 . 
want to have?
It is a continual bat- \ a \  
tie we face on
our editorial staff: students consistently express that they are 
tired of discussing love, singleness, dating, and marriage but 
the most attended chapels and lectures center on the topic of 
relationships. Quite the quandry.
This week I did what any good editor would do, I pitched 
wide. I asked students to tell me what they thought about 
finding love at Fuller; what I recieved was far from trite.
After reading your stories and struggles about finding 
love on Fuller campus, I realized that our frustration in 
discussing love and relationships comes when generic 
principles are applied to our very unique and 
individualized journeys. What we hope to of­
fer you in this issue is not more generic advice 
to solve your relationship woes but, instead, we 
hope to inspire you to be the author of your own 
story of love. (Yes, I am aware this is a cheesy 




We want to hear from you! If you would like to write for the SEMI or respond to something you’ve read, please contact us at: semi- 
editor@dept.fuller.edu. All submissions are subject to editing for length and clarity. ________  .̂ ________
Reviving Christian Psychology:
The Fuller Symposium on the Integration of Faith and Psychology
Schedule o f Events
- S F M I
V - S  connecting the campus
Thursday February Vy
10- 11 am: Lecture: Psycholoicgal Theology 
Travis Auditorium
Theology and psychology are separated because each has forgotten its origin and task. 
Retrieving Christian psychology for practical application will only be possible with the 
help of contemporary psychology and medicine.
11- 11:30am: Response by James Furrow, SOP
7- 8pm: Lecture: St. Augustine’s Theological Psychology 
Travis Auditorium
To retrieve Christian psychology, we must begin at its source. St. Augustine of Hippo 
gave us a holistic theotherapeutic interpretation of the self.
8- 8:30pm: Response by A l Dueck, SOP
Eriday February 16
10- llam : Lecture: Recovering Augustinian Psychology 
Payton Hall 101
Here we examine Augustine’s vision of psychological healing as the soul’s journey into 
God that is a straightening and redirecting of our loves.
11- 11:30am: Response by John Thompson, SOT
12- 1:30pm: Lunch and Panel: Clinical Applications 
Payton 101
Response by Mark Baker, Jennifer Kunst, and Ed Shafranske
Panelists will respond to the issues raised by the three lectures in terms of their own 
clinical experiences and counseling practice. Possible applications of an Augustinian 
framework will be explored.
Dean of Students RuthVuong
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L e t t e r s  
t o  THE 
E d i t o r
In response to the 
article, “Change 
Happens Even in 
this Blessed, De­
pressing, Mixed- 
up Place,” I cannot 
help but recall the 
early moments of 
my time at Fuller. It 
was for me a social 
setting far different, 




than those experiences of my past 
were deeply intertwined with the very real 
frat houses of my undergraduate campus. 
Shortly after arriving here, I found myself 
among groups of people who regularly 
discussed theology, religion, ethics, and 
philosophy to the point that we began to 
make fun of ourselves and our inability to 
stop thinking, talking and debating about 
the myriad of subjects surrounding God. 
In the ensuing years we have 
played games together, enjoyed 
fine food, breathtaking art, phys­
ical activity and weekly I have 
met new and different people 
in these social settings, people 
of different countries, differ­
ent ages, different backgrounds 
with straggles and passions that 
resonate deeply with the core of 
my being and have given me a 
true love for and connection to 
the people of God. I have found 
men to be courageous and pas­
sionate in friendships with one another, 
with other women and with me. I found 
this sort of friendship through simple and 
friendly dates at fine restaurants. Before 
there was any talk of love or commit­
ment, there was a friendship that devel­
oped. After two years, it developed into 
my marriage. I began my journey here as 
one that did not consider her own abil­
ity to lead and serve as a woman in the 
Church and it was the encouragement of 
men and women, students and faculty 
here at Fuller that enabled me to see the 
possibilities that were formerly closed to 
me. I am a woman that has attended Fuller
through clinical depression and severe 
bouts of anxiety to which the community 
response has been nothing short of God’s 
grace and mercy for a stranger and a friend 
in pain. Members of this community have 
given countless hours to me in prayer and 
conversation, encouraging me along the 
way, leaving me far from lonely or beaten, 
far from discouraged when I reach out in 
need.
I can no more claim that this has been 
the majority experience than any other in­
dividual can claim. Neither do I want to 
deny the areas in our community in which 
social and theological change is necessary. 
Nevertheless, after reading Ms. Phillips’ 
opinions about the collective experience at 
Fuller, it is deeply important to me that an­
other experience be known. I am thankful 
that we can communicate our disappoint­
ments and excitement with one another as 
a community that strives to love God and 
one another, and it is my hope that this 
particular discussion will be nothing less 




I am always delighted 
when serious Christians 
engage in robust debates 
on pressing issues and 
do so in a spirit of love, 
humility, and mutual 
respect. It is therefore 
with great distress that I 
am responding to Wayne 
Lusvardi’s book review 
“Making Housing Hap­
pen: Faith-Based Afford­
able Housing Models” 
(the SEMI, Week Five)
There are far better qualified people than 
myself who could respond to the details of 
Mr. Lusvardi’s criticism of Jill Shook and 
her colleagues’ proposals on affordable 
housing. What I wish to address here is 
the strikingly condescending and partisan 
way in which Mr. Lusvardi has decided to 
engage the complex issues of public hous­
ing, immigration and Christian activism 
with his fellow brothers and sisters. Ig­
noring the sincere convictions and tireless 
efforts of Christians like Shook who seek 
to be faithful to Jesus’ call to justice, Mr. 
Lusvardi mockingly identifies her as a self-
fashioned “Jane Addams” and a memeber 
of the “Evangelical Left” who “may soon 
be embraced by the Democratic Party’s re­
cent missionary ventures towards evangel­
ical Christianity,” and slaps the simplistic 
label “neo-Marxist” onto her faith-fueled 
policy proposals. I don’t believe Shook 
and her colleagues want to be any more 
“liberal” than they want to be “conserva­
tive,” nor are they “legalistic” people who 
endorse “government coercion” and steal­
ing from small property owners, as Mr. 
Lusvardi readily implies. It is one thing to 
offer constructive criticisms and exchange 
views on how the Gospel vision is to be 
understood and implemented in terms of 
social action; it is quite another to reduce 
genuine, sincere disagreement among 
faithful Christians into a divisive game of 
political rhetoric, which appears to be Mr. 
Lusvardi’s primary interest and expertise.
Most amazingly, Mr. Lusvardi conclud­
ed his review by saying that involvement 
of schools like Fuller and Gordon-Conwell 
in housing advocacy is a sign that “conser­
vative seminaries” (whatever that means) 
have been “infiltrated and co-opted by the 
Evangelical Left”. The assumptions here 
seem to be: 1) There is a conscious and 
systematic effort on the part of left-wing 
Christian activists to take over “conserva­
tive” schools, and 2) That “conservative 
seminaries” free from the influence of the 
“Evangelical Left” (ostensibly schools 
that do nothing to further the cause of 
social justice but only focus on fostering 
what Mr. Lusvardi calls “religiosity”) bet 
ter exemplify authentic Christian values 
Both of these are demonstrably false and 
should strike faithful Christians of any po 
litical leaning as unhelpful and insulting 
The question we should all be asking our 
selves is whether or not our values align 
with God’s Kingdom vision, and then re 
spectfully and lovingly dialogue with our 
brothers and sisters to figure out how best 
to be faithful in our actions. Instead of do 
ing that, what Mr. Lusvardi has done is 
contribute to the sort of ideological bick 
ering that characterizes our secular public 




As I write this, I am almost at a loss for 
Continued on page
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INTERNET D a t i n g : Lo o k in g  for Love in A ll the W rong  Places?
By Zoey Arant
I never wanted to have the story of find­
ing the love of my life be “I met him on the 
internet.”
But that is my story. We are getting mar­
ried on December 15th of this year and I 
couldn’t be happier.
the girl know you are not interested doesn’t 
create as much anxiety in cybersphace.
I set out on my internet dating quest in 
the fall 2005.1 didn’t initially tell friends or 
family I was signing up for a membership. I 
was kind of embarrassed and I thought my
discerning. You have to know what type of 
person you are looking for. In the end, it 
just opened you up to a wide range of peo­
ple. There was no magic beyond that.
I don’t think much about the fact that 
James and I met on a popular internet dat-
S'
W e get into our 9-5 jobs, our lives are exceedingly busy and our community of 
friends stays the same. As time marches on, you realize that internet dating is at 
least a way of getting to  know other people...Turning down the guy and letting the 
girl know you are not interested doesn’t  create as much anxiety in cyberspace. J
For a long time, I was opposed to internet 
dating. The concept was, and still is, just 
bizarre. You’re matched up with random 
strangers based upon 29 levels of compat­
ibility or you can browse a site and hand 
select people down to whether they have 
birds as pets. Yet come to find out that a 
lot of people are signing up for eharmony 
or match.com and giving it a go. In a lot of 
ways, it is the sign of the times. We get into 
our 9-5 jobs, our lives are exceedingly busy 
and our community of friends stays the 
same. As time marches on, you realize that 
internet dating is at least a way of getting to 
know other people. At the very least, you 
can email back and forth and then “close” 
the match or say “No thanks!” to the wink 
when it gets too much or you’re just not in­
terested. Turning down the guy or letting
mom would frown on the notion of meet­
ing men on the intemet-I was quite right... 
she did.
It was several months until I went on 
my first date. It was almost a year until I 
went on “the” date. In between, it was the 
usual stuff of dating. People you were in­
terested in who didn’t reciprocate that same 
interest. Those dates you wish would have 
ended before they had began. Waiting for 
phone calls and avoiding others. It was ex­
citing and it was hard. It had its ups and its 
downs. It made you want to either give up 
on dating altogether or wish you could say 
what your married friends say, “I’m so glad 
that phase of life is over.”
You still have to date after meeting some­
one online. It doesn’t make it any easier. 
You still have to be patient. You have to be
ing site. We marveled for the first number 
of months about how weird it was to find 
each other on the internet. Many times we 
just say we were lucky and many times we 
say that somehow God showed up. All in 
all, we are just thankful to be together and 
accept that we are one of those couples that 
met on the internet.
Zoey is a lst-year MFT 
and a 3rd-year MAT with 
a fondness fo r  coffee, 
anything pink, the card 
game Phase 10, her niece 
Emma and most impor­
tantly her husband-to-be, 
James.
page 4 • February 12,2007 • the SEMI
T r y i n g  t o  G e t  P a s t  H a l l m a r k
By Lisa Wie gel
Whenever I tell people I don’t like Val­
entine’s Day I get one of three reactions. 1. 
They smile sweetly, pat me on the shoul­
der, and say, “oh, that’s just because you 
are single.” 2. They laugh nervously and 
try to uncover a reason for my disdain hid­
den between the lines of my explanation.
give those Simpsons or Powder-puff Girls 
valentines you get in the grocery store to 
all their friends, but the majority of those 
who celebrate Valentine’s Day the way our 
culture tells us to are only celebrating Ro­
mance. And, frankly, that’s too much pres­
sure.
say the “L” word if it hasn’t already graced 
the lips of the happy couple; restaurants 
have to be booked weeks in advance; and 
everyone has to spend money. I am still 
baffled as to how a four-dollar Hallmark 
card says, “I love you” more than my own 
voice. Or how a guy I’m dating would think
I am still baffled as to  how a four-dollar Hallmark card says, “I love you” more 
than my own voice. O r how a guy I’m dating would think a diamond necklace 
should express his love more than his daily presence in my life.
3. They shake my hand and exclaim that 
Valentine’s Day is depressing and way too 
commercial. I have to respond that, even 
if I am dating someone, I don’t like Valen­
tine’s Day; I have no bitterness associated 
with the holiday that is hidden or subcon­
scious; and I don’t think Valentine’s Day is 
depressing.. .just way too commercial.
See, in North America, we call Valen­
tine’s Day two things: the Day of Love or 
Singles Awareness Day (although some 
of my friend’s are calling it “I hate Kevin 
Costner Day”). Which, if we think about 
it means that Valentine’s Day is only cel­
ebrating one kind of love: Romantic Love. 
Now, before all the readers jump to reac­
tion #1,1 love romance, just not on Febru­
ary 14th. You see there are many types of 
love, love between friends, between fami­
lies, love for humanity as a whole, and, yes, 
romantic love. I know there are people who
When February rolls around, I listen to 
the comments men and women make about 
“scoring points” with the significant other, 
about the amount of money they spent, 
about the diamonds, the pre-made cards, 
the expensive flowers, the expensive meals 
or reservations, the... It’s not the sentiment 
of celebrating love, it’s the fact that we’ve 
begun to equate love with only romance and 
romance with spending lots of money. It’s 
as if (and I admit at the moment I am being 
a bit reductive) people are substituting a re­
lationship of open and honest communica­
tion of love for the one-time purchase of a 
“forever remembrance diamond necklace” 
or a negligee that says you are the present. 
Again its not diamonds or sex that are the 
problem, it’s the way they are equated with 
love. It’s the way they are seen as the best 
expression of love.
Even when our culture attempts to offer 
Valentine’s for all people, and all 
love, there are those who are left 
out. Candy Grams (of which I re­
ceived a good deal, don’t default 
to reaction #2) in middle school 
and high school turn into popular­
ity contests, where everyone sees 
how many grams others received 
compared to his/her number. It’s 
hard enough to be a loner in high 
school, without the school high­
lighting it by Candy Grams.
Further, Valentine’s Day brings 
a great deal of pressure to couples 
and not-couples. Men and Women 
feel the pressure to do something 
extravagant, even if they’ve only 
been dating for a couple months, 
weeks, days; there is pressure to
a diamond necklace should express his love 
more than his daily presence in my life. It’s 
nice to take time out, to celebrate each oth­
er and love in general, but Valentine’s Day 
has become a huge commercial mess that 
reduces love to one kind and leaves a great 
number of people out in the cold.
Okay, I’m coming down off my soapbox. 
If you love Valentine’s Day, please don’t 
read this as a condemnation of you and 
your plans; but please think about who in 
your life you are celebrating and how you 
are celebrating. The original St. Valentine 
took carnations to the sick in hospitals, so 
they would be cheered, loved and not alone. 
I am pretty sure he didn’t have any roman­
tic notions in his head. And I am pretty sure 
his love was one that sought out the least 
among us and embraced their needs. Valen­
tine’s could be about more than Hallmark, 
diamonds, dinners, and romance: it could 
be about the sacrificial love we should have 
for humanity and the ways that we can sup­
port and embrace each other, without any 
ulterior motives.
Lisa is a 3rd year MDiv 
student who graduates 
this June. It may be a bit 
eccentric, but she looks 
forward to a romance that 
includes reading books 
and watching football 
with her significant other.
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R e f l e c t i o n s  o n  M a r r i a g e  
a n d  S i n g l e n e s s
By Joe Bautista
SEMI: You're married now, right? Tell us about your wife and 
how you guys met.
Joe: If you had asked me two years ago what I was looking for in 
a spouse, I don’t think I really would have had an answer for you. 
I suppose I was looking for someone who was a lot like me-some- 
one who cared about the environment, who was frugal, and above 
all someone who loved Jesus. But if you had asked me to be more 
specific, I don’t think I could have.
I found that person a year or so ago in Glory Neail. It was quick: 
we met a couple of years ago, had casual conversations for about 
a year, then began dating and ended up marrying a year later. One 
of the things that initially attracted me to the her was that she rode 
her bike to work. I was even more attracted to the fact that on our 
first lunch date I took her to Del Taco and she was perfectly fine 
with it.
SEMI: Tell us about your engagement process. What was that 
like?
Joe: Well, it didn’t go exactly as I had planned. I proposed fairly 
quickly, not wanting to miss the opportunity to snag her. I pro­
posed three times, believe it or not. I didn’t even have a ring.
After we got engaged, I began second-guessing myself. Am I 
sure about this? Did I have what it took to be a good husband? 
Had I worked on my own issues sufficiently enough so that they 
wouldn’t get in the way? Once we got married it was ironic that the 
most pernicious problems that ended up surfacing weren’t individ­
ual problems, per se, but rather those that came about because of 
our composite makeup as a couple. That’s been the hardest part.
SEMI: Tell us more about that.
Joe: Well it’s kind of hard to be too 
specific, since we’re still trying to 
work through some of it, but what I 
mean is that you can go into a mar­
riage, as I did, thinking, “Hey, I’m 
a sensitive and caring individual.
I’m sure that I can understand any 
problem that comes up and help 
resolve it.” That may turn out to 
be true for the most part, but in­
evitably there will appear one or two 
problem areas that come up again and 
again, and that have no immediate so­
lution no matter how aggressively or per­
sistently you search for it. One thing I’ve 
realized, and Glory may disagree with this 
somewhat, is despite our commonalities, 
there is also a fundamental difference
Continued on page 7 
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Well, here I am again, back at square one. How come no one tel! 
you that life is not like the movies? The boy just does not get the gi 
and the story is does not end happily ever after. I guess that’s what th 
movies are for, after all. If they were too much like life, no one woul If the 
watch them. I can’t help but think that for some people life is a perei s the 
nial oscillation between being so far away and being really close, bi pd n 
never quite there, wherever there is. It changes for everyone I gues 
In this back and forth, the nights are only a different shade of lorn
ly. Being far away for so long grows into a sad acceptance of fab ecta
which can strangely become a weathered happiness because you jiu îat s
get used to it. Being the only one in your bed appears less empt |ou
loulcthrough the various means you’ve built up to numb yourself to if 
weight. “I’m too busy for a romantic interest right now anywayj. .ar 
you tell yourself. “I’ve got too much 
@#$% to deal with” or “There’s no There are tirriie
ate, but more i th 
deal with the pjf b 
absence which 
these medicati 
shorter and m ar
R e f l e c t i o n s  Continued from Page 6
eljjne worth dating” or “If it happens, it happens.” There are times 
hen such self-talk really is appropriate, but more often than not it 
a necessity devised to deal with the pain of being alone at the end 
If the day; an absence which can quite literally be felt. After a while, 
these medications take root, this long dark of night grows shorter 
îd more bearable.
Then, when you get close to something wonderful, so close that it 
an be tasted when you close your eyes, and your tears of hopeful ex- 
ate ectation weigh more than those from the fear of disappointment...
iat’s when the nights grow longer again. And this time it’s because 
iptjou lose sleep thinking about your love, or at least what that love 
> ¡Mould be, if only such and such were the case, if only she...if only 
ayft .an all too familiar exasperation. But this is precisely its beauty;
en such self-talk really is appropri- 
than not it is a necessity devised to  
pif being alone at the end of the day; an 
lpuite literally be felt. After a while, as 
ke root, this long dark o f night grows 
¡arable
pping against hope ever and again, even though your past should 
til you not to, even though you smile against all odds of fulfillment, 
[ven though your life is very clearly not the movies.
And when this expectant and jubilant pregnancy is inevitably 
jborted, as it must be, time and again, the nights grow not only lon- 
]er but darker once more; and the emptiness is crushingly present 
nd palpable.. .now you are so distant you can taste it. It is bitter, and 
gged...and simply sad.
I But as you get older and more mature you realize that it is not 
k Inly sad because your love is unretumed, but also and especially 
ecause it is unaccepted, unappreciated. You know that the more you 
re doomed to repeat this cycle, the harder it is, and thus the more 
valuable your love is when it is given. Yes, you want to be loved 
in return, and have someone who will be the mirror to reflect 
your glory back to you when you are too weak and deluded 
to see it. But when you are ready and willing to be that 
mirror for another who is downcast, but who refuses you, 
that stings like none other because you know that all you 
really have to give is yourself - and completely - so you go 
away thinking that what you have to give, who you are, is 
simply not good enough.
So you venture yet again into the long dark of night, to 
wait once more.. .to pray.. .to weep.. .to mourn.. .to wait... 
to wait.. .for what you can only hope.. .and this is its beau­
ty and frailty and levity. Happy Valentine’s Day!
between the sexes, how we understand our bodies, ourselves, and 
how we relate to the world around us.
SEMI: Joe, what would you say is the greatest gift someone 
can give to his or her spouse?
Joe: The willingness to bear your spouse’s burdens. There have 
been times during our relationship that I’ve felt like saying, That s 
not my problem, it’s yours. So work on it! But in reality, your 
problem is your spouse’s problem, and visa versa. Isn t that how 
God dealt with us? God came down in Christ to bear our sin, to 
share the burden of our frailty and humanity, even though he was 
not responsible for our transgressions—all because he loved us. We 
are likewise called to bear the sins, frailty, and weaknesses of our 
spouse, even if it pains us. Of course there are times when we need 
to take time out because tempers are “a-flaring”, but our posture 
should always be that of restoration, peace and reconciliation.
SEMI: Do you have any parting words o f advice for singles 
out there?
Joe: Yes. Marriage can be a tricky thing. So can singleness. Be­
ing married or non-married can have an impact psychologically 
with regard to how we view ourselves and our identity. Practically 
speaking, the choosing of a spouse can have profound (unforeseen) 
implications on the career we choose, where we might live, what 
churches we join, etc. It’s obviously a very big deal.
But don’t worry about finding the right mate. The right mate will 
come.1 And if he/she doesn’t, it wasn’t meant to be. If you end up 
marrying the wrong mate, you were probably the wrong mate, too, 
and while you may look back with regret on that decision, God 
will also have used that time for good. Once I read something Paul 
Tillich wrote about how the meaning of our lives should never be 
determined or circumscribed by any event or series of events, and 
even though he may not have been thinking about marriage, I think 
what he wrote applies to it. You and your spouse will continue to 
live and grow, either together or separately, but in either case, your 
life will continue to have meaning, not because of your marriage 
and how good or bad it is, but because such meaning is grounded 
in the eternal God who gave it.
Joe and Glory have been happily married fo r  just 
under two months. He’s really glad to have found 
her. She is caring, wise, and smart enough not to let 
him go down to Commerce Casino when he’s itch­
ing to lose some money.
1. Glory, upon reading this wanted to remind Joe that he did0
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P r e - D a t e  a n d  H a v e  a  L a t t e !
By Jorge Fusaro
I am proposing a new idea for the single 
dating culture: the pre-date. Why do we 
need a new term in our already confusing 
dating lingo? My experience in Christian 
community is that men and women make 
a big deal of one date. They tend to mix up 
the purpose of one date with the purpose of 
dating. In this article I wish to introduce the 
concept of pre-dating and offer advice of 
what goes on at this stage. The purpose of 
pre-dating is to explore whether you want 
to embark on the active process of dating. 
Dating, as a second stage that could emerge, 
is a means to find the person you may want 
to marry. If we view these two stages dif­
ferently, pre-dating may lead to dating and 
dating may lead to marriage.
Pre-dating is the intentional time one sets 
asides to socialize with a person one finds 
interesting. The purpose is to know more 
about someone away from church, school, 
or work. Pre-dating includes anything that 
contributes and may lead to dating. Pre­
dating usually begins with a mutual attrac­
tion (yes it is important) that leads to a get- 
together. It is also important to highlight 
that at the pre-dating stage singles are not 
committed to each other; they simply want 
to learn more about the other. Keep this in 
mind in case there is no further contact. 
Mutual interest is usually communicated 
when a second pre-date is scheduled. If 
there is a growing interest after several pre­
dates, singles move on to a dating stage.
Dating begins when the man and the 
woman have expressed
interest to invest significant time together 
and not pre-date other people. “Significant 
time” is whatever seems good for the cou­
ple, not what culture recommends. Dating 
is driven by the desire to find a potential 
spouse. Dating does not mean that the cou­
ple is in love or in a serious relationship. 
While a pre-date may happen once, dating 
is an active process to explore the potential 
of a serious relationship, i.e. girlfriend/boy- 
ffiend.
As a Fuller alum, I am well aware that 
finding love in a small community can be 
challenging and often frustrating. Recently, 
a friend confided that he wanted to invite a 
woman to dinner, but was not yet sure how 
much he liked her. At the same time, there 
was another woman at work that seemed 
interesting to him. His dilemma struck me 
as odd. For some strange reason many men 
and women only go out on dates if they feel 
pretty confident it will work out. Truth is 
they will never know until they go out on at 
least one pre-date.
Advice for women: When a man asks 
you for coffee, he sees something attractive 
in you. If you accept, you are reciprocating 
this attraction. People are drawn to beauty, 
subject in the eye of the beholder. Remem­
ber that when a man asks you on a date, he 
simply wants to know “who” you are and 
“what” you are about. He does not neces­
sarily want to be committed or marry you at 
this point. It may be the first of many other 
pre-dates or simply the last. Give yourself 
and the guy a chance and enjoy a free 
cup of coffee. Yes, he better pay!
Advice for men: Do not be a cow­
ard. Ask a woman out even when you 
think it is a long shot. Women want 
to be pursued. If you do not take the 
risk you will never know. If the feeling 
of rejection is intimidating, just think the 
woman is rejecting a cup of coffee, not an 
eligible bachelor. Rejection is painful, but 
stings no more than fifteen minutes, just 
little a longer than pulling off a Band-Aid! 
However, the regret for never asking a 
woman out can last a lifetime! 
Leave the ego at home and ap­
proach pre-dates with a hum­
ble attitude to learn more 
about her.
Advice for both: Don’t play 
childish games or “dating strategies”
on each other. Yes, you know what I mean. 
Games are deceiving and exasperating. In­
stead, be authentic with each other from 
the pre-dating stage: respond to emails and 
calls on time, strive for a balanced dialogue, 
communicate your interest or lack of, and 
open up a bit. Be brave and take risks, and 
above all, do not forget to take your heart 
to all pre-dates.
Let’s imagine that first pre-date. If the 
man does not initiate getting together again 
(which he should) if he likes her, I advise 
the woman to do so if she likes him. Feed­
back is highly important from the begin­
ning, “let’s get together again” or “let’s 
not” makes life a lot simpler. A sense of 
ambiguity after any pre-date could be dis­
heartening.
Abandon the idea that there is only one 
chance to ask someone out in a small com­
munity.
There are plenty of fish in the water! If 
you are not dating it is okay to ask people 
from the same community out on a pre-date. 
You may be attracted to several people in 
the same group, class, church, or seminary. 
Why not go out with all of them on at least 
one pre-date? A pre-date implies zero com­
mitment. If your friend went out on a pre­
date with someone that piques your interest 
and it led nowhere, you are entitled to ask 
him/her out.
A healthy dating culture at Fuller Semi­
nary will emerge when men dare to ask and 
women dare to say yes to a simple pre-date. 
Keeping an open mind to pre-dating will re­
sult in more couples and less drama. Grad­
uate students are not children anymore, and 
most importantly, share the same passion 
for ministry. Singles should approach pre­
dating as an exercise that holds potential 
for personal growth and may lead to dat­
ing. There is a time and season to pre-date. 
When ready, go on as many pre-dates you 
need while the sun is shining!
Jorge pre-dated in Puer­
to Rico, at Fuller, at work, 
online, and is now in a 
promising relationship.
He is currently writing a 
book on dating and would 
love to read anecdotes 
and comments from the 
single community. He can be reached at jorge- 
fusaro@hotmail.com.
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F i n d i n g  L o v e  a t  F u l l e r : M ission Possible?
By Wen-Ling Lee and Esther Miller
Recently four of us got together to dis­
cuss the very important issue of finding 
love at Fuller. The opinions were widely 
varied but here are the highlights of our 
lively chat:
• It would be nice to find love at Fuller 
but some very pleasant professors seem 
to be against it. They give truckloads of 
coursework to students already busy work­
ing multiple jobs and involved in church 
ministry.
• There is a stereotype that some women 
were called by God to get their MRS de­
gree (not a Masters in Religious studies) 
at Fuller. That is an unfair statement! Any­
where single men and women get together 
some will undoubtedly find love.
In fact, it has been observed that many 
Fuller students have gotten married in the 
past. Some even married their teacher’s as­
sistants! That seems extraordinarily lucky 
because thus far it has been the experience 
of some to have few unmarried TA’s.
On the other hand, few unmarried men 
are noticed in our class- es anyway.
Many of them have
seen it fit to get married before they come 
to seminary. It’s as if they collectively re­
alize that marriage gives them all kinds of 
benefits. For example, their spouse will 
help them get through school by proofread­
ing papers and generating familial income.
• The pressure to find love at Fuller ex­
tends beyond our community to our fami­
lies. One of my friends had this to say: My 
brother seems to think that I might be the 
generational woman in our family that will 
not get married. In fact, when our last sib­
ling got married he felt it his duty as the 
eldest brother to tell how several of his 
unmarried female friends have wonderful 
careers and lives even without a family. It 
is as if he is already resigned to my staying 
unmarried, even at my young age!
Another said this: My mother’s friends 
think that it is a shame I am at Fuller be­
cause I am too young to be becoming a 
monk. It will be amazing to see a female 
monk graduate from Fuller! Can one find 
love at Fuller? They might find more quali­
fied prospects at Lake Avenue Church with 
their immensely large single groups!
• Here a few suggestions and improve­
ments we would like to propose in order 
to increase the chances for finding love at 
Fuller:
1) Location: If one wants to find love at 
Fuller we suggest they should spend 14 'A 
hours a day at Fuller meeting people. Also 
we hear that the third floor of the Catalyst 
has some amazing opportunities for private
conversation with eligible single 
people. For a chillier place to ren­
dezvous we suggest the library’s 
second basement. This especially 
is recommended for individuals with high 
susceptibility for blushing or extreme per­
spiration when meeting members of the op­
posite sex.
2) Parking: (Always an issue at Fuller.) 
Another friend wanted to note the obvious 
absence of a “Lover’s Lane” at Fuller. Per­
haps, the single students could petition for 
their own “Lover’s Lane” down Oakland 
Avenue.
3) Dates on the Cheap: Other concerns 
Fuller singles might have are the expenses 
of dating. We have a few suggestions. First, 
a lovely yet inexpensive lunch date may be 
made of the exotic yet cost effective din­
ner at BJ’s Indian curry fiesta. If you don’t
know what this is, you are missing out! In 
fact, go immediately to your nearest Fuller 
library and ask about it. One could take a 
date to the Rose Bowl for a picnic, go at 
night to the mountain for star-gazing/hik- 
ing, go people watching down Colorado 
Blvd., volunteer for a free movie screen­
ing, and finally cook an entire meal from 
the multiple sources of free food at Fuller. 
These are just a few possibilities; your 
imagination is the limit.
4) If all else fails try the internet: We 
have heard rumors of many Fuller students 
who have become frustrated with finding 
love at Fuller and have decided to embark 
upon the world of cyber-dating....especial­
ly at eharmony.com. After all, Neil Clark 
Warren is a Fuller grad and a former SOP 
Dean. Way to go! We all want to support 
our Fuller alum.
Actually, we suggest a few new classes:
• CE 500:Courtship Made Easy by Dr. 
Neil Clark Warren. Not that we are saying 
courtship is the way to go but that the final 
exam of the class will be finding the love 
of your life.
• ME 500: Matchmaking Made Easy- 
where we would help our friends find love.
• WE 500: Weddings Made Easy-where 
the successful CE class plans their wed­
dings.
By the end of the discussion, one friend 
dropped out because she was too busy with 
other things. Another one just popped her 
head in every so often to see how it was 
coming. Our friend, Laura Rector, flatly 
refused to participate when we contacted 
her by phone. She didn’t want her name 
connected to an article on love at Fuller in 
any form. The last two friends laughed a 
lot, had fun and unanimously approved this 
article for the SEMI. In the end, only two 
were left standing, brave enough to leave 
their names in connection with this article.
Esther, 2nd-year SIS 
student, wrote this ar­
ticle as a stress reliever 
from mid-terms. Now, she 
is wondering if  she will 
have a “psuedo-date” 
fo r  Valentines Day. Wen- 
Ling refused to reveal her 
name and is now incognito.
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L e t t e r s Continued from page 3 F i s h b o w l Continued from page 1
In the months following her death, I 
made it a point to involve the community 
in my grieving process. People came to 
“Margery’s Tear Soup”, an event named 
after a book using a soup-making metaphor 
to address the task of grieving a loss. Some 
walked the Memorial Labyrinth purchased 
by Fuller; some sat and listened. Some 
came from other schools. Again, some 
didn’t know Margery, but in the circle sto­
ries were told about Margery which I didn’t 
know, and we all learned. Often with weep­
ing. We grieved together.
I had nineteen years with Margery, and 
the entirety of the relationship in all its di­
mensions was played out in the midst of 
the Fuller community. Sometimes that was 
good and holy. Sometimes it was frustrat­
ing and hurtful. That’s how communities of 
finite fallible people are on this side of Jor­
dan. In an inchoate way, in some ineffable 
sense, the fishbowl is a sacrament; it is real 
the community is a point of ac- 
to the One who holds us all. Not that 
can reach to the divine through it, but 
the Divine one can reach us, through 
reaching and holding each other.
Allen is the Assistant 
R egistrar! G raduation  
Services. With 326 units, 
he is now in the top ten 
on the Registration Pri­
ority time.
words in trying to figure out how I should 
respond to Wayne Lusvardi’s book re­
view of Jill Shook’s book on affordable 
housing. Would it be fair to say that first 
of all this review was not really a book 
review in the technical sense, but rather 
a tirade against another whose style of 
Christian activism for one reason or an­
other seriously bothered the reviewer?
I believe that affordable housing is a 
crisis and I believe in the work that Jill 
Shook is doing. Mr. Lusvardi, if you 
don’t think that affordable housing is an 
issue here in Pasadena or Metropolitan 
Los Angeles, then try being a single par­
ent and making $7.50 or even $10.00 
an hour, and try raising a family of & 
four in a one bedroom apartment • 
where the rent is $1150 a month.
Now I do sympathize with 
you when you say you don’t 
feel comfortable with the 
government providing 
tax relief for organiza­
tions providing afford­
able housing. I often ask 
myself whether or not it 
is fair to ask others who 
do not believe in this issue 
to be forced to pay for such 
things. But the reality is that 
we live in a pluralistic society 
with competing demands. There is 
no way that we can get around the fact, 
in this time and place our country has 
found the levying of taxes and their ap­
propriation to be the most efficient way 
of accomplishing certain public goals 
and goods. Perhaps you can help find a 
better way for our society to help pro­
vide such goods without having to resort 
to a “coercive” form of governance. But 
until we find a better way, we all have 
to pay our taxes, and use the political 
process at hand to help inform our gov­
ernment just how “coercive” it should be 
and in what areas.




marked by many visits from members of 
the Fuller community. Her dying was taken 
hold of by Fuller. Because of the nature of 
bureaucratic relationships, there were stu­
dents, staff and faculty at Fuller that knew 
the introverted Margery only slightly. Even 
these sent thoughts and prayers to us. But 
there were also those who knew her deep­
ly, and came alongside Mallory and me in 
the worst days of my life. Margery’s com­
parative strength allowed many people the 
chance to come and say their goodbyes to 
her. Many of these were close enough to us 
to not need to bring us words, but would 
just come and be with us.
kb as*-
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Live Deep in a Shallow World 
Wed, Feb 14,12pm and 3pm,Geneva Room 
Meet John Hayes, director of InnerCHANGE, a 
Christian order among the poor, and join in the 
conversation about service, justice and contem­
plation among the world’s poor. There are two op­
portunities to find out more about InnerCHANGE 
and John’s newly released book, Submerge. Join 
us for an incamational ministry among the poor 
brown bag lunch at noon and a discussion of 
short-term and long-term opportunities with In­
nerCHANGE at 3pm. Dessert/snacks and an 
opportunity for book-signing at both meetings. 
Sponsored by the School of Intercultural Stud­
ies.
Conference on the 1907 Korean Revival 
Thu, Feb 15,1:30-9:30pm, Chang Commons 
Fri, Feb 16, 9:00am-4:30pm, Travis 
The McAlister Library and the Korea Institute for 
Advanced Theological Studies host a conference 
on the 1907 Korean Revival. The keynote speak­
ers include Dr. Sung Deuk Oak, David Bundy, El­
mer Towns, William Kostlevy, and Seyoon Kim. 
No registration required. Elligible for Field Edu­
cation credits. For details, see the Fuller homep­
age. Questions, please contact Dr. Jin Ki Hwang 
584.5244, serv4kog@fuller.edu.
Regional Am. Academy of Religions Meeting 
Sun-Mon, Mar 25-26,
Church Divinity School o f the Pacific 
Registration for the ‘07 regional meeting for 
AAR/SBL is now open. Visit the WESCOR 
website at www2.sjsu.edu/wecsor/ to register. In 
addition, the AAR and Society for Biblical Liter­
ature (SBL) are receiving papers to be presented 
at the ‘07 annual meeting, which will be held Nov 
17-20 in San Diego. The deadline for submitting 
proposals is Mar 1. For more info and guidelines 
for submitting proposals go to aarweb.org. or 
contact Kirsten Oh at kirstenoh@gmail.com.
Parish Pulpit Fellowship 
Applications are being taken for the ‘07 - ‘08 Par­
ish Pulpit Fellowship. One fellowship is available 
($24,000 for single recipient; $28,000 for a mar­
ried recipient, if spouse accompanies). Recipient 
must be eligible for graduation in spring or sum­
mer of ‘07. Awardees are expected to travel and 
study overseas during the ‘07 - ‘08 academic year. 
Applications are available at the SOT Dean’s Of­
fice 584.5300 or e-mail sot-deansoffice@dept. 
fuller.edu. Application due Wed, Mar 23, 5pm.
Tell Us What you Really Think
The ‘07 Adult Student Priorities Survey will be
online funtil Feb 11. This is your chance to say 
what you think about Fuller! Take the survey and 
receive a FREE drink from Coffee by the Books 
and a chance to win a FREE class.
Integrational Small Group 
Do you have the heart to integrate psychology, 
missions, and theology? Do you care about the 
mental health and spiritual needs of missionar­
ies? Join a community of students every other 
Thursday night for thriving discussion and fel­
lowship. For time, location, and speakers, con­
tact Jeff Simons (buckrogers@cp.fuller.edu) or 
Hana Shin (hana_shin @cp.fuller.edu).
Free Therapy
The School of Psychology is offering free indi­
vidual therapy to a limited number of students 
and their family members on a first-come first- 
served basis. Therapy is provided by supervised 
students earning a doctoral degree in clinical 
psychology. Ideal for relationship issues, life 
transitions, personal growth, stress, sadness, 
anxiety, self-esteem, and identity issues. Dura­
tion of therapy will be determined by need, lim­
ited only by the duration of the academic year. 
For more info, contact Fuller Psychological and 
Family Services at 584.5555.
Tickets to Amusement Parks 
Student Life and Services sells tickets to Dis­
neyland (2fer adults $63 & children $53), Le- 
goland ($40) and Universal Studios ($39). Call 
584.5435 for info.
Attention Bike Riders
Please remember to park your bicycles in appro­
priate bike racks which are located in the SOP: 
just east of the ramp, the Garth: close to the 
Refectory entrance and behind the Mail Center. 
Also remember to use a U-lock in order to keep 
your bike from being stolen. If you have any 
further questions about bike safety, contact the 
Parking & Security Office at 584.5450. Thanks 
for your assistance.
Disability Seating Accommodation 
The Access Services Office (ASO) appreciates 
your cooperation in ensuring that chairs & desks 
labeled “ASO Disability Accommodation: DO 
NOT REMOVE” are left in their designated 
places. To assist students with a documented 
disability, the ASO places chairs & desks in spe­
cific locations throughout the classrooms each 
quarter. This furniture is labeled and placed 
based on the needs of an individual classmate. 
It is very important to your classmate that the la­
beled furniture remain where it is placed. Ques-
tions on this matter can be directed to ASO at 
584.5439 or at aso-coordinator@dept.fuller.edu.
«t Come join us at Form ing H earts, 
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S e r v i c e s
Won’t You Be My Valentine? Secrets to Find­
ing and Keeping A Good Relationship. Ever 
wonder what happened to your Valentine? Or to 
your Valentine’s Day? If you have, join Fuller 
alum — Dr. Vondie Lozano at the University of 
La Veme, Feb 15,7pm (Presidents Dining Room/ 
No Cost/Open to the Public). Vondie teaches at 
the University of La Veme and is a licensed mar­
riage and family therapist. She works with young 
women who want to have good relationships. For 
reservations and/or information, call 215.2527 or 
go to www.counselingforyoungwomen.com.
Massage Therapy! Massage is excellent self- 
care! Susan Young, nationally certified massage 
therapist, now working in Arcadia and La Ca­
nada. 296.3245.
Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil change, 
brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. Hrant 
Auto Service. 1477 E. Washington Blvd, Pasa­
dena. Call 798.4064 for an appointment.
Auto Collision Repair. 5 minutes west of Fuller. 
Owned by family of Fuller graduate for 25 years. 
Discount for students! Columbia Auto Body.
1567 Colorado Blvd 323.258.0565. Ask for John 
or Paul.
Pasadena Tire. All major brands. New/used tires, 
alignment, brakes, struts/shocks. 1070 E. Walnut 
St. 795.7240. Mon-Fri 8-5:30, Sat-8am-lpm.
J&G Auto Service. Complete auto repair. Brakes, 
tune-up, mufflers. Certified Smog Station. 1063 
E. Walnut St. 793.0388. Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm.
Rings, Diamonds, and Things! Walter Zimmer 
Co. is a jewelry design, manufacturing, and repair 
business founded in 1917 and located in the jew­
elry district of downtown Los Angeles. Owner 
Mel Zimmer is a longtime member of Glendale 
Presbyterian Church. Because of our appreciation 
of Charles Fuller and the Seminary, we consider it 
a privilege to serve Fuller students. Phone Mel’s 
son Ken at 213.622.4510 for information. Also 
visit our website: www.walterzimmer.com.
Thinking of Buying or Selling a Home or other 
real estate? Call Fuller alumnus David Tomberlin 
at Sun Coast Real Estate at 590.1311.
Psychology Research Problems Solved! Fuller 
SOP PhD alumnus with 20 years experience as a 
statisticianforthesisanddissertationconsultations.
Worked on hundreds of projects. Teaches gradu­
ate research courses. Designing “survivable” re­
search proposals a specialty. Methods chapter 
tune-ups. Survey development. Provides mul­
tivariate data analysis using SAS or SPSS. Sta­
tistical results explained in simple English! As­
sistance with statistical table creation and report 
write-up. Final oral defense preparation. Fuller 
community discounts. Call for free phone consul­
tation. Tom Granoff, PhD. 310.640.8017. Email 
tgranoff@lmu.edu. Visa/Discover/ MasterCard/ 
AMEX accepted.
Tax Time. Tax preparer, licensed and bonded, 
specializing in ministers, Fuller students and 
staff. Reasonable rates. Ask for Tom Dunn at 
818.352.8237.
Mountain Retreat. Beautiful country-style cab­
in, 2 bedrooms (limit-6 persons), located in the 
Big Bear area, exclusively available to the Fuller 
community only. Rates: $175 per weekend; $425 
per week; $65 weekdays. Non-refundable depos­
it required. Call John Hull, 584.5312.
Interested in Spiritual Direction? Office ses­
sions are anytime between 4-8 pm on Tues­
days. Close to Fuller. Call Wil for appointment: 
318.6696.
Les Alkana Motors- ■
Pasadena, CÂ - 800.839.0226
www.lesalkanamotors.com 
1877 E. Colorado Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91107
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